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Detailed Action 

1. This Office action is in response to communication dated 02/13/2008. 
Claims 1-8, 12-15 are presented for examination. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 37 CFR 
1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is eligible for continued 
examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 7(e) has been timely paid, the 
finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's 
submission filed on 01/14/2008 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-8, 12-15 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. New ground(s) of rejection are necessitated by Applicant's 
amendment. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

4. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted 2/13/2008 is in compliance with the 
provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the information disclosure statement is being considered by the 
examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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6. Claims 4-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to 

particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

i) Regarding claim 4, in the phrases, "sending the identification information, the selected 
area information, and the messages which are sent from the first terminal device" and 
"displaying the messages", "the messages" has insufficient antecedent basis as the first 
terminal device sends "a message" and not more than one message. 

Furthermore, in the phrase, "receiving the identification and selected area information 
and the message", "the identification and selected area information" and "the message" 
have insufficient antecedent basis as the claim recites of more one identification and 
selected area information and message, i.e. identification, selected area information, and 
message from the first and second terminal devices. It is unclear as to which 
identification, selected area information, and message is being referenced by "the 
identification and selected area information" and "the message". 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis 
for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

8. Claims 1-3, 12-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Zenith, US 
Publication #2006/0130109 (Zenith hereinafter). 



9. As per claim 1, Zenith teaches the invention as claimed including an information exchange 
method comprising the steps of: 

obtaining a content broadcasted or distributed from a broadcaster or distributor to a first and 
second terminal devices across TV broadcast or the Internet (Paragraph 0023. Broadcast TV content over 
channel. Paragraphs 0025. Content over WebTV.); 
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displaying a video image regarding the content on the first and second terminal devices 
(Paragraph 0027. Display television show including viewing choices.); 

selecting areas on the displayed video image by the first and second terminal device after the 
broadcast or the distribution of the content (Paragraph 0028. Select TV chat by a pointing device. It is 
inherent that there are more than one television set and more than one viewer may select areas on a 
displayed video image.); 

sending identification information to identify the displayed video image and selected area 
information, which indicates areas selected on the displayed video image from the first and second 
terminal devices to a server device connected to the computer network, respectively, across the computer 
network (Paragraph 0028. Send chat request to a server. Unique identifier of show. The chat request is 
indicative of the "TV Chat" area selected by the user.); and 

allowing communication messages between the first and second terminal by the server device, 
based on the received identification information and an overlap between the areas which are indicated in 
the selected area information (Paragraphs 0028; 0029. Join chat room based on the identifier of the show 
and overlap of "TV Chat".). 

10. As per claim 2, Zenith teaches the information exchange method as recited in claim 1 wherein: 
the first terminal device displays the video image regarding the content of interest rendered by 
media (Paragraph 0027. Display television show including viewing choices.) and sends first information 
to the server device, the first information including first identification information to identify the 
displayed video image on the first terminal device (Paragraph 0028. Paragraph 0028. IRC server selects 
chat room based on identifier of show. It is inherent that the identifier is sent to the IRC server.), and a 
first selected area information to define an area which is selected by a user of the first terminal device on 
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the displayed video image on the first terminal device (Paragraph 0028. Send chat request to a server. 
The chat request is indicative of the "TV Chat" area selected by the user.); 

the second terminal device displays the video image regarding the content of interest rendered by 
media and sends second information to the server device (Paragraph 0027. Display television show 
including viewing choices. It is inherent that more that there is more than one viewer.), the second 
information including second identification information to identify the displayed video image on the 
second terminal device (Paragraph 0028. IRC server selects chat room based on identifier of show. It is 
inherent that the identifier is sent to the IRC server.), and second selected area information to define an 
area which is elected by a user of the second terminal device on the displayed video image on the second 
terminal device (Paragraph 0028. Send chat request to a server. The chat request is indicative of the "TV 
Chat" area selected by the user.) ; 

the server device makes up a group of the first and second terminal devices, according to a 
grouping process using by judging an overlap between areas defined in the first and second area 
information sent to the first and second terminal devices (Paragraph 0028. Viewer joins chat room based 
on identifier and overlap of "TV Chat"); 

the first terminal sends a first message to the server device (Paragraph 0033. Send dialogue.); 

the server device sends the first message to one or more terminal devices belonging to the group 
including the second terminal device (Paragraph 0030; 0032. Viewer displays chat dialogue. Chat 
message must be sent to another viewer.); and 

the second terminal device receives and outputs the message (Paragraph 0030; 0032. Viewer 
displays chat dialogue.). 

11. As per claim 3, Zenith teaches the information exchange method as recited in claim 2 wherein: 
the grouping process comprises one of or a combination of a plurality of the following: 
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grouping terminal devices for information exchange for which matching to a certain extent occurs 
regarding the first and second information received therefrom; grouping terminal devices for information 
exchange for which matching to a certain extent occurs regarding the first and second identification 
information and the first and second selected area information, received therefrom; grouping terminal 
devices for information exchange by limiting the number of terminal devices to form a group to a given 
number; grouping terminal devices for information exchange for which matching occurs in one of or a 
plurality of items for information designating appointed identifiers of terminal devices for information 
exchange, geographical area, interests, content titles, and community, respectively (Paragraph 0028. 
Visitors put in chat room corresponding to particular identifiers and chat requests.). 

12. As per claim 12, Zenith teaches the information exchange method according to claim 1, wherein 
the server device allows communication of messages between the first terminal device and the second 
terminal device based on consistency between the identification and selected area information from the 
first terminal device and identification information and selected area information from the second 
terminal device (Paragraph 0028. Viewer is placed in a chat room based on chat request and identifier of 
the show. Therefore, other viewers in the chat room would also have similar identifiers and provided chat 
request). 

13. As per claim 13, Zenith teaches the information exchange method according to claim 12, wherein 
the communication messages between the first terminal device and the second terminal device includes 
chat using the computer network (Paragraph 0028. Chat). 
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14. As per claim 14, Zenith teaches the information exchange method according to claim 12, wherein 
the displayed video image regarding the content is a television video image (Paragraphs 0022; 025. 
Television broadcast). 

15. As per claim 15, Zenith teaches the information exchange method according to claim 1, wherein 
the selected area information includes area information indicated from the displayed video image by using 
a pointing device (Paragraph 0028. Select "TV chat" using a pointing device.). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

16. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C, 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

17. Claims 4-5 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Zenith, in view 
of Sarachik et al. US Patent #6,816,628 (Sarachik hereinafter). 

18. As per claim 4, Zenith teaches substantially the invention as claimed including an information 
exchange method, comprising the steps of: 

obtaining a content broadcasted or distributed from a broadcaster or distributor to a first and 
second terminal devices across TV broadcast or the Internet (Paragraph 0023. Broadcast TV content over 
channel. Paragraphs 0025. Content over WebTV.); 

displaying video images regarding the contents on the first terminal device and on the second 
terminal device (Paragraph 0027. Display television show including viewing choices.); 
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selecting areas on the displayed video image by the first and second terminal device after the 
broadcast or the distribution of the content (Paragraph 0028. Select TV chat by a pointing device. It is 
inherent that there are more than one television set and more than one viewer may select areas on a 
displayed video image.); 

sending identification information to identify the displayed video image on the first terminal 
device, a first selected area information which indicates areas selected on the displayed video image on 
the first terminal device, and a message from the first terminal device to a server device for information 
exchange, across a computer network (Paragraph 0028. Send chat request to a server. Unique identifier 
of show. The chat request is indicative of the "TV Chat" area selected by the user. Paragraph 0033. Chat 
dialogue sent to server.); 

sending identification information to identify the displayed video image on the second terminal 
device, a first selected area information which indicates areas selected on the displayed video image on 
the second terminal device, and a message from the second terminal device to a server device for 
information exchange, across a computer network (Paragraph 0028. Send chat request to a server. 
Unique identifier of show. The chat request is indicative of the "TV Chat" area selected by the user. 
Paragraph 0029. Chat room. Paragraph 0033. Chat dialogue sent to server. It is inherent that more than 
one viewer sends information.); 

making up a group of two or more terminals devices including at least the first terminal device 
and the second terminal device, based on an overlap between areas which are indicated by the first and 
second selected area information (Paragraphs 0028; 0029. Join chat room based on the identifier of the 
show and overlap of "TV Chat".), 

sending the messages which are sent from the first terminal device to the server device, to the 
second terminal device belonging to the group across the computer network by the server device 
(Paragraph 0030; 0032. Viewer displays chat dialogue. Chat message must be sent to another viewer.); 
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displaying the messages on the second terminal device based on the messages (Paragraph 0030; 
0032. Display chat dialogue.). 

1 9. Zenith does not specifically teach of receiving the identification and selected area information 
from the server device by the second terminal device; and displaying the messages on the second terminal 
device based on the received identification and selected area information. 

20. Sarachik teaches a system for sending information regarding a displayed image, wherein a 
message, identification information, and selected area information are sent from a first terminal device to 
the server device (col. 4, lines 45-55, 56-62. Send annotation data, i.e. price, name, textual information, 
regarding objects. Send information about shape and location of object, e.g. shirt. Selection portions of 
image.); the identification and selected area information is received from the server device by the second 
terminal device; and the messages on the second terminal device is displayed based on the received 
identification and selected area information (col. 7, lines 59-64; col. 11, lines 21-24; col. 13, lines 45-47. 
Display annotated data at television display based on regions, col. 9, lines 35-42, 53-56. Display 
information.). 

21. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to combine the teachings for the first terminal device communicating with the second terminal device via 
server as taught by Zenith to send a message, identification information, and selected area information to 
a second device via a server, and for the second device to display the message based on the identification 
information and selected area information. The motivation for the suggested combination is that 
Sarachik' s teachings would improve Zenith's teachings by allowing viewers to receive information 
identifying objects of interest in a displayed video in addition to chatting with other viewers regarding the 
displayed video. 
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22. As per claim 5, Zenith teaches the information exchange method as recited in claim 4 wherein: 
said server device makes up a group of terminal devices for information exchange having a group 
identifier registered beforehand (Paragraph 0028. Select chat room corresponding to the identifier. It is 
essential for the chat group to have a registered identifier to identify the chat group.). 

23. As per claim 8, Zenith teaches the information exchange method as recited in claim 4 wherein: 
said message comprises one of a combination of a plurality of the following items: character strings of 
text and keywords, audio information, video information, advertising information, time information, 
thumbnail images, and a pointer information (Paragraph 0028; 0030. Text, audio, or video.). 

24. Claims 6-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Zenith and Sarachik, 
in view of DeWeese et al. US Publication #2005/0262542 (DeWeese hereinafter). 

25. As per claim 6, Zenith does not specifically teach the information exchange method as recited in 
claim 4 wherein: the server device makes up group of terminal devices for information exchange in such a 
way in which: the server device makes a list of one or more groups that have been made up and related 
group information and sends the group list to the first terminal device; the first terminal device receives 
and outputs the group list, selects the group information for one group from the group list, then sends the 
selected group information to the server device across the computer network; and the server device sets 
the first terminal device to join the group appointed by the selected group information. 

26. DeWeese teaches a similar for chatting between television viewers wherein the server device 
makes up group of terminal devices for information exchange in such a way in which: the server device 
makes a list of one or more groups that have been made up and related group information and sends the 
group list to the first terminal device (Paragraph 0116. Provide list of chat groups to the user. Paragraph 
0117. Chat groups.); the first terminal device receives and outputs the group list, selects the group 
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information for one group from the group list, then sends the selected group information to the server 
device across the computer network (Paragraphs 01 17; 0123; 0130. User selects and joins chat group.); 
and the server device sets the first terminal device to join the group appointed by the selected group 
information (Paragraphs 0099; 0123; 0145. Chat groups maintained by server. Server joins the user to 
the chat group.). 

27. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to combine the teachings for the server dev ice to make up group of terminal devices for information 
exchange in such a way in which: the server device makes a list of one or more groups that have been 
made up and related group information and sends the group list to the first terminal device; the first 
terminal device receives and outputs the group list, selects the group information for one group from the 
group list, then sends the selected group information to the server device across the computer network; 
and the server device sets the first terminal device to join the group appointed by the selected group 
information. The motivation for the suggested combination is that DeWeese's teachings would improve 
the suggested system by allowing the viewer to choose a chat room to join rather than being selected to a 
chat room. 

28. As per claim 7, Zenith and DeWeese teach of sending group information. Zenith and DeWeese 
further teach the information exchange method as recited in claim 6 wherein: the group information 
includes the identification information and the selected area information (Paragraph 0028. Send chat 
request to a server. Unique identifier of show.). 

Conclusion 

29. A shortened statutory period for reply to this Office action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. 
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30. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Joshua Joo whose telephone number is 571 272-3966. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Monday to Thursday 8AM to 5PM and every other Friday. 

31. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Nathan J. Flynn can be reached on 57 1 272- 1915. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

32. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/J. J./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2154 



/Nathan J. Flynn/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2154 



